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Murray Forgie :  Rally against NHS Cuts ï Edinburgh, 1983  (3rd  from the right) 

Murray is c urrently a member of both UNISONôs National and Scottish LGBT Committees .  

Whilst consensual adult homosexual ity was decriminalised in 1967, and age of consent fixed at 21 in 

England and Wales, decriminalisation was not extended to Scotland until 1980 and Northern Ireland 

in 1982. 

These weǊŜ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƘŀǘŎƘŜǊ ¸ŜŀǊǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ά²ƛƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ 5ƛǎŎƻƴǘŜƴǘέ ǿƘŜƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

strikes by trade unions in defence of their ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ jobs and services had created a climate against 

any form of solidarity and community cohesion. 

Draconian cuts in publiŎ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΩΩ Ǉŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

massive public demonstrations of solidarity between the wider community determined to defend 

public services ς particularly the NHS.   

In 1988 - Thatcher famously said: ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ no such thing as societyΦέ {ƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΥ  

άThere is living tapestry of men and women and people and the beauty of that tapestry and the 

quality of our lives will depend upon how much each of us is prepared to take responsibility for 

ourselves and each of us prepared to turn round and help by our own efforts those who are 

  


