
Burma Educational Scholarship Trust (BEST) is an 

Edinburgh-based charity registered in Scotland 

working collaboratively and creatively with other 

organisations. 

 

BEST seeks to improve access to quality Tertiary 

Education for students and adult learners from inside 

Burma or those forced to live in exile as refugees by:  

¶ promoting active learning and critical 

thinking through supplementary scholarship 

in public service sector related fields, such 

as health/social education undergraduate 

and graduate programmes at University. 

¶ providing 10% of a studentΩs total costs at 

University; thus allowing them to secure 

άsubstantive fundingέ of 90% from other 

scholarship programmes, which require a 

άƳŀǘŎƘŜŘέ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛƻƴ 

for any funding they offer ς something our 

students, with no resources of their own, 

could not possibly meet themselves.   

¶ supporting development of educational 

policy and practice through the Teacher 

Training for Burmese Teachers/Migrant 

²ƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ and Refugee Learning Centre 

programmes in Chang Mai. 

¶ supporting training and C.P.D. opportunities 

for new and existing teachers and health 

 

  

BEST has initiated and developed an innovative 

ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ bŜǿōŀǘǘƭŜ !ōōŜȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ 

Access Course to University programme, with two 

Burmese refugee students having benefitted thus far. 

One student, a former political prisoner won the 

National Award of "Scottish Adult Learner of the Year 

2007" having previously been incarcerated for ten years 

for peaceful protest in the notorious Insein jail and is - a 

testimony to all our students' focused determination. 

In 2008, BEST is planning to pioneer accredited ESOL for 

the Burmese Migrant Workers Learning Centre with 

Newbattle, as well as a Post Graduate Fellowship at St 

Andrews University in Theology and Politics. 

 

Since 2004, BEST has supported 36 students studying at 

University in Thailand and 4 students studying in 

Tertiary education in the UK - and we now have 8 

graduates in fields as diverse as Public Health; 

Economics and Politics; Environmental Science; and 

Computer Science. All are currently working for their 

communities, both inside Burma and in exile. 

BEST, helps support 14 nursing students studying at 

Thai universities - all from inside Burma who are 

struggling to keep up with their course work because 

their Thai Teachers' English language skills are poor. 

 

BEST has also pioneered a unique DfID (UK Government 

Department for International Development) funded Global 

Schools Partnership and Mutual Capacity Building 

Programme, between Forthview Primary in Pilton - one of 

Edinburgh's poorest communities - and IƭŜ .ŜŜ ΨǎǘŀǘŜƭŜǎǎΩ 

Primary on the Thai-Burma border. 

This work and its equity based methodology is unique 

anywhere in the world and we are very keen to share and 

grow this BEST practice further. 

Work currently being developed, is based on mutual 

learning in both schools' communities, involving teachers, 

pupils and parents, through 'whole school' arts and culture 

based education, covering: reading and writing for critical 

thinking; emotional literacy; active global citizenship; and 

health and hygiene education through a shared hand-

washing programme. 

 

Communication is a twin-track approach of reciprocal 

visits; email through third parties; mutual letter writing and 

etchings using recycled plastic water bottles as etching 

plates, describing "Our lives" in an accessible and low-tech 

way; and the development of tri-lingual teaching resources 

and awareness raising materials. 

See: www.forthview.blogspot.com 

 

http://www.forthview.blogspot.com/

