Burma Educational Scholarship Trust (BEST) is
Edinburghbased charity registered in Scatid
working collaboratively and creatively with other
organisations

BEST seskto improve access tguality Tertiary
Education for studentsandadult learners froninside
Burma or those forced to livie exileas refugee®y:

1 promoting active learning and critical
thinking through supplementary scholarshi
in public service sector related fields, suc
as health/social education undergraduate
andgraduate programmeat University

1 providing 10% of studenf® total costs at
University; thusallowing them to secure
osubstantive funding of 90% from other
scholarship programmes, whictequire a
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for any funding they offe; something our
students, with no resources of their own
could na possiblymeet themselves.

1 supporting development of educational
policy and practice through the Teache
Training for Burmese Teachekigrant
2 2 NJ SaNd Refugee Learning Centre
programmes in Chang Mai

BEST has also pioneered a unique DUB Government
Department for International Developmenfiinded Global
Schools Partnershipand Mutual Capacity Bilding
Programme, between Forthview Primary in Pilteone of
Edinburgh's poorest communitiesandl £ S . §S !
Primary on the ThaBurma border

This workand its equity based methodology is uniqu
anywhere in the worldand we are very keen to sharand
grow this BEST practice further.

Work currently being developed, is based on mutu
learningin both schoolscommunities, involving teachers
pupilsand parents, through 'wholeschool' artsand culture
based educationcovering: readingand writing for critical
thinking; emotional literacy; active global citizenshgmd
health and hygiene educdion through a shared &nd
washing programme

Communication is a twirack approach of reciproca
visits; email through third parties; mutual letter writiragnd
etchings using recycled plastic water bottles as etch
plates, describing "Our lives" in an access#né low-tech
way; andthe development otri-lingual teaching resource:
andawareness raising materials.

Seewww.forthview.blogspot.com

BEST has initiated and developed amnovative
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Access Course to University programme, with t
Burmese refugee students having benefitted thus. fi
One student, a former political prisonewon the

National Award of "Scottish Adult Learner of the Ye
2007"having previously been incarcerated for ten yee
for peaceful protest in the notorious Insein jaildis- a

testimony toall our students' focusedetermination

In 2008,BESTs planningo pioneer accredited ESOL fc
the Burmese Migrant Workers LearginCentre with
Newbattle as well asa Post Graduatediowship at St
Andrews University in TheologndPolitics.

Since 2004, BEST has suppofédstudents studying at
University in Thaiind and 4 students studying ni

Tertiary education in the Uk and we now have8

graduates in fields as diverse as Public Hea
Economicsand Politics; Environmental Sciencend

Computer Science. All are currently working for th
communities, both inside Burmandin exile.

BESThelps supportl4 nursing students studying a
Thai universities- all from inside Burmawho are

strugglingto keep upwith their course work because¢
their Thai Teachers' English language skills are poor.


http://www.forthview.blogspot.com/

