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The Welfare of the Child is Paramount 

Whatever their Immigration Status

Challenging the UK Government to recognise their full obligations under the UN Convention on the  Rights of the Child

15 March 2008

Clore Management Centre 

Birkbeck College 

Torrington Square

London WC17HX

CHAIRED BY HILTON DAWSON

Chief Executive the Shaftesbury Homes and Arethusa

SPEAKERS INCLUDE:

NEIL GERRARD, MP

KATHLEEN MARSHALL, SCOTLAND’S CHILDREN’S COMMISIONER
LISA MANDY, REFUGEE CHILDREN’S CONSORTIUM 

THE GLASGOW GIRLS

WORKSHOPS INCLUDE:

Brighter Futures, BID, Legal issues, Health, Education and more…


The Challenge:

· To launch the campaign to promote the rights and welfare of children without UK Citizenship living in the UK 

· To provide information and support for professionals working with these children to enable them to promote their rights and welfare in their every day practice.

· To lobby the UK Government to remove the derogation on Article 22 of the UNCRC

The Journey:

· The conference will be structured to address the following questions
· Where are we now?

· What do we want?

· How do we get there and what do we do in the meantime?

· Participants will experience 

· The Human Story 

· input from experts about what participants can do

· to protect and promote children’s rights in the meantime under current legislation

· to support  and promote the broader aims and principles of the campaign and conference;

· Workshops which will be used to think more about certain aspects of the issue; and then small multi disciplinary groups will look at how participants can take forward the campaign, and practice in a way that sees the child as a child first, regardless of status.
· We want participants to go away from the conference feeling that they can make a difference.

PROGRAMME

9.30am
Registration and Coffee

10.00am
Welcome from chair and housekeeping



Hilton Dawson

10.10am
Introduction – Setting the scene 

Ian Johnston, BASW and UNISON Spokesperson
10.20am
Their own experiences. 

The Glasgow Girls

10.45am
Law, equalities, rights and responsibilities. 

Children’s Commissioner

11.00am 
Question and answer session

11.20am 
Coffee

11.40am 
Workshop Session – choice of six

12.40pm
Lunch

1.30pm
Promoting children’s rights and welfare in practice. 

Lisa Nandy, Refugee Children’s Consortium

1.45pm
Campaigning for children’s rights and welfare.



Neil Gerrard, MP

2.00pm
Question and answer session

2.20pm
Small group session and case examples

3.20pm
Closing words – pulling it all together.



Terry Bamford, IFSW

3.45pm 
Ends

Morning Workshop Choices 

Please mark order of preference 

Legal Issues

Immigration Law Practitioners Association 




Education

City of Glasgow 




Experiences of young people 

Brighter Futures,  Save the Children




Detention

BID, Bail for Immigration Detainees




Arts and Culture

Doug Holton




Mental Health 

Dr Aida Alayarian, Refugee Therapy Centre, London




CONFERENCE BOOKING FORM
The welfare of the child is paramount, whatever their immigration status

Saturday, 15 March  2008

Clore Management Centre, Birkbeck College, London

Each delegate is asked to contribute £35 towards the cost of the campaign 

                      There are concessions for unwaged, students etc

Closing Date for applications : 7March 2008    

I would like to book a place at the UNISON/BASW Scotland conference

“The welfare of the child is paramount, whatever their immigration status
Name


& Job

Title:                                                                                                             

Organisation:

Address


Tel No




     

Fax







Email












UNISON/BASW Membership No. ………………………………………………….

Dietary requirements: 

Any other requirements:

Address for Invoice if different from above:
Please email or post your booking form

with payment or invoice instructions to:

(Please make cheques payable to UNISON)


Michelle Singleton


UNISON


1 Mabledon Place


London WC1H 9AJ


EH1 3BG


Tel: 0207 551 1752


Fax: 0207 551 1471


Email: m.singleton@unison.co.uk 
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